
Our society demands a lot of teens these days. They encounter the pressures of school 
and social groups all too soon and must make mature decisions with limited life 
experience. For decades BBYO has offered an experience that builds the character  
and confidence of its participants, preparing them to take on life’s challenges with  
the support of a community and a personalized value system. 

AZA and BBG, BBYO’s chapter membership structure, offer a time-tested model for 
leadership development. Teens are given real responsibilities and develop leadership 
skills that relate to their everyday lives. By practicing public speaking, program planning, 
community organizing and managing people, BBYO teens gain skills that not only  
make them more confident and capable of navigating the challenging teen years, but  
also prepare them to make positive contributions to the world around them as adults.

With approximately half of North America’s 350,000 Jewish teens having little or no 
connection to Jewish life, the potential for reaching the teen population is significant, 
and the need is critical. During its first six years as an independent organization, BBYO 
doubled in size, reaching 26,000 Jewish teens by the beginning of the 2009 school year. 
With the support of its friends and alumni, BBYO will seek to again double its number  
of teen participants over the next several years while offering deep, meaningful 
experiences that create a permanent connection to the Jewish community.

BBYO teens realize that theY can dO 
things theY never thOught pOssiBle. 

BBYO empowers teens.  
in its teen-led environment, BBYOers 
pursue their programming ideas and 
challenge themselves, learning from both 
their successes and their failures. 

BBYO listens to its audience and  
offers teens what they want.  
traveling, community service and career 
development are all part of the broad 
menu of activity choices. BBYO conducts 
ongoing research to keep its finger on the 
pulse of teen trends, so we’ll know what 
teens want and can cater programs to 
those interests.

BBYO doesn’t “preach.”  
We offer teens many ideological 
perspectives from across the spectrum  
of Jewish thought, allowing them to form 
and take pride in their own beliefs.

BBYO is pluralistic.  
the organization welcomes all Jewish 
teens, ranging from the observant to  
those with little or no Jewish knowledge. 
this diverse environment enriches the 
Jewish questions and journeys of all of  
our participants.

BBYO is post-institutional.  
We are not bound by anyone’s politics, 
core values, facilities or budgets. We 
control our own destiny, which we  
often put in the hands of our teens.

BBYO hires the best and brightest staff. 
We hire high-performing professionals, 
and we support their development while 
holding them accountable for great 
achievements.

BBYO has a dedicated cadre of  
community volunteers.  
From chapter advisors who interact week-
to-week with teen leaders, to BBYO alumni 
who advocate locally for the program, 
BBYO’s adult volunteers help to maintain 
robust local BBYO programs.

BBYO partners with great organizations. 
BBYO develops strategic partnerships with 
both secular and Jewish organizations. 
these partnerships bring valuable content to 
our programs, help us to reach new groups 
of teens and add value to the BBYO brand.

a unique, successFul apprOach

a prOven MOdel FOr Building 
character & cOnnectiOn

We Make it Our Business  
tO understand teens 
68 percent of 13- to 18-year-old teens say 
religion and faith are important to them, 
but 92 percent of these teens want a better 
connection, and 52 percent are looking  
for less conventional ways to connect.* 
BBYO offers innovative and creative  
ways for teens to explore their Judaism.

58 percent of 14- to 34-year-olds say that 
they have volunteered in the past month.** 
Community service is a keystone of BBYO 
programming.

30 percent of young people want to own 
their own business and, for 41 percent, 
owning their own business is an important 
life expectation.** BBYO provides teens 
with entrepreneurial and leadership skills 
and offers a special career-focused summer 
experience.

Student travel is the fastest-growing seg-
ment of the group travel industry,  
with 61 percent of 12- to 18-year-olds 
taking a group trip without their parents 
in 2006.*** Teens can travel the world 
with BBYO, experiencing new cultures and 
communities through a Jewish lens.

41 percent of teens said that they met 
somebody new online in the past month.** 
BBYO offers a dynamic online social net-
work, www.b-linked.org. *T
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2020 K Street, NW 
7th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006

Tel: 202.857.6580 
 
www.bbyo.org

where young lives t
ake shap
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The Jim Joseph Foundation is investing in  
BBYO because we’re confident that its 

professionals are poised to make a significant 
impact on the Jewish future.

—dr. chip edelsBerg, executive directOr,  

JiM JOseph FOundatiOn

“I would not be where I am today  
were it not for the leadership skills and 

confidence I gained in BBYO. The 
organization taught me that I could, and as 
a Jew, should do something that makes a 

positive impact on the world, and  
that’s what I’m doing.”

more jewish teens, 
more meaningful 
jewish experiences

where young lives t
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a  p r O M i s e  t O  O u r  F u t u r e

BBYO has inspired me, teaching  
me not only how to become a leader, but  
what it truly means to be a Jewish teen.  

BBYO has given me direction.

—ethan Buckner, BBYO teen, WaYzata, Mn

lYnn schusterMan 
Chair of the BBYO, Inc.  
International Board of Trustees
 

hOWard WOhl 
Chair of the BBYO, Inc.  
International Board of Directors 

MattheW grOssMan 
Executive Director,  
BBYO, Inc.

dear friends:
You don’t have to look far to know that today’s teens are growing up in a world very 
different from the one most of us experienced when we were teenagers. Perhaps your 
own children or grandchildren listen to their iPods while doing schoolwork on their 
computers as they “text” with their friends. The pervasiveness of the Internet and 
technological gadgets, combined with academic pressures and the infinite range of 
extracurricular activities in preparation for college, increasingly compete for teens’ 
attention virtually every hour of every day.

Given the torrent of options, it is not surprising that so many Jewish teens don’t pursue 
Jewish experiences after their B’nai Mitzvah. Brandeis University’s Jewish Adolescent 
Study indicates that 86 percent of Jewish 7th graders participate in Jewish activities 
compared with only 56 percent of 12th graders. In order to address this decline,  
BBYO has listened to teen audiences and revamped its operations, with the goal  
of creating innovative strategies to capture teens’ imaginations. 

BBYO’s move to independence from B’nai B’rith International in 2002 enabled the 
organization to forge a new direction by building upon our renowned leadership 
development programs. Fueled by dynamic volunteer and professional leadership,  
BBYO has positioned itself as the Jewish community’s “gateway” to the teen population  
by capitalizing upon, instead of competing with, the environment in which teens live.

BBYO already reaches tens of thousands of Jewish teens across North America—from  
all Jewish backgrounds. That number is rising daily as a result of the organization’s 
innovative experiences that meet the core needs and interests of today’s teens, including 
exciting travel, community service and social action opportunities; a vibrant online 
networking community; and college admissions initiatives. Through these new offerings 
and its pluralistic Jewish approach, BBYO is committed to—and uniquely capable of—
reaching tens of thousands more teens in the coming years. We invite you to join us  
in our mission to involve more Jewish teens in more meaningful Jewish experiences.

Sincerely,

“I am indebted to BBYO.  
It inspired my interest in public  

service and put me on a  
path to success.”

—shelleY BerkleY,  

u.s. cOngressWOMan, BBYO aluMna  

—rachel dOYle, president and FOunder, 
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